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Easter greetings to all the saints in Christ Jesus. Actually even as I type 
this few words, it is already 11.0Opm on a Sunday night. The Vine is the 
last thing on my agenda. After completing the Budget for 2002 and the 
Treasurer's Report for 2001, drafting out the Good Friday service on 
Powerpoint and automated the MBTI test, I thought there wasn't any time 
left for The Vine but there was still time. 

Then I wondered where am I going to get any articles at this eleventh hour 
because this is the last week of March. However the Lord has provided, 
with many letters from missionaries and friends coming in through the e­
mail which I had just opened. I must admit that I did only a cursory check 
on the letters and if there are many errors, please pardon me. I marvel Dr 
Andy Ho, who told us that he reads 500 pages before he writes one of his 
articles in the Straits Times. I don't think I have the time or patience for 
that. 

Thanks again to my fellow editor, John Lee, who single handedly 
produced the February issue and also supplied much material for this 
issue. Pastor Yee is again too busy to write his word this issue due to his 
role in the Shepherds group. The AGM is coming up soon. See you then. 



W~t1t is EtlSter? Non.,.Christians may immediately think of coIourfully 

decorated Easter eggs, or just a day for hanging out with friends. But do they really 
. know the actual purpose for such a celebration? 

• .' .The Christian celebration of Easter is linked to the Jewish celebration of the 
Passover. Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were observed by the 
ancient Israelites early in each new year. Passover was the most important feast of 
·the Jewish calendar, celebrated at the first full moon after the Vemal Equinox. The 
. Equinox typically occurs on March 20, 21 or 22 according to our present calendar. 
, "Equinox"means '.'equal night"; on that date of the year, the night and day are 
, approximately equal. Many Christians believed that Jesus Christ was executed and 

buried just before the beginning of Passover on Friday evening. 
. Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon - after March 

20, the nominal date of the Spring Equinox. Easter Sunday can fallon any date from 
March '22 to April 25. This year, Easter Sunday falls on March 31. Next year, in 
2003, it will be on April 20. 

Easter Sunday commemorates Jesus' resurrection. In the early church, 
. Converts were baptized into church' membership on this day after a period of 

instruction. This tradition continues today in some churches, including JCC. 
Here is a summary account of our Lord Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection according 
to ~he Holy Scriptures: 

Approximately 2000 years ago on a Friday, Jesus was crucified on the 
cross. Then, He was laid in a tomb. On early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and 
a few women took spices and went to the tomb. They saw that the big stone had 
been removed from the entrance and the Lord's body could not be found. Mary 
Magdalene told the news to Simon Peter, as well as other disciples of Jesus. They 
ran to the tomb and could not find Jesus' body. . 

, . Although the disciples went back to their homes, Mary Magdalene remained 
, at the tomb crying. Two angels appeared inside the tomb and asked her why. She 

answered that she did' not know where Jesus' body was taken to. Just then, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but did not recognize Him. 

Jesus asked her," Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking 
for?" 

Thinking that He was the gardener, Mary said to Him," Sir, if you have 
carried Him away, tell me where you have put Him, and I will get Him." 

. Jesus said to her," Mary." 
Then Mary immediately recognized Jesus. After Jesus told her to tell His 

other disciples about the news of His resurrection, she did as He instructed. There 
was great joy from all upon hearing the good news. 

So, Easter for Christians is a time to celebrate the resurrection of Lord 
Jesus, for He has shown us that Christians will have eternal life through Him. It is 
not just another public holiday. 

Genevieve Leong 
K.I.D.S Church 
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EASTER BY KIDS CHURCH 

Christmas and Easter 
(Ryan Neo - PI) 

Christmas is the birth of Christ 
In a manger that He lies 
He healed many of their lives 
Angel' among Gentiles was rife 

Easter is the death of Christ 
With all the sins, it's just not fair Killed by people full of lies 
'Cos Jesus had to bear our share Three days later when He rose 
The rest of us all mourned and cried River of life flows and flows 
Until our Jesus finally died 

He Died For Me And so our one and only boss 
(Felicia Soong Wanyi - P2)Went up unto the cross 

He took away our sin 
Easter is about God And threw them in the bin 

Who made everything 
He died for our sins and On a very special Easter day 
Forgives us every time In the tomb he no more lay 

He loves us and cares for us When people came to look for Him 
He is good and kind They found nothing but linen and 

He wants us to be loving string 
To everyone 

Wherever we go, He is always with us Our Jesus has indeed risen 
I am so happy we have Easter All our sins are forgiven 

Not About Colourful Eggs 
(Samantha Soong Xinyi - P3) 

Easter is not about new clothes or hats. It is not about colourful chocolate eggs or sweets 
to cat. It is about the time when we remember Jesus dying for our sins. On Good Friday, 
He died for us and two days later, on Easter Sunday, He rose again. After His death, the 
bodies of many holy people who had died were also risen. He was buried in a tomb with 
guards guarding it. An angel of the Lord came down and the guards ran away. An angel 
told Mary that Jesus has risen . Rejoice to the Lord the real God, our Saviour. Hallelujah! 















. . ~ 
We com 01 compound 
to catch 'fishes'- . every afternoon. 
We normally made friends with 
them by sharing about Singapore 
and ourselves. Gradually, we 
brought in the gospeL The 
common response usually was "1 
am a Buddhist since young." We 
were saddened by the hardness of 
heart but we prayed even more. As 
we prayed, God opened doors for 
us. 

"I met Eak at the Singapore Nite 
(evangelistic program). He joined us 
for badminton the next morning and 
he is willing to come to our room to 
hear the gospel. Even though he didn't 
receive Christ, he was grateful to us 
because we let him know more about 
God He promise to study more about 
God and maybe think about receiving 
Christ one day. " 

Praise Him for His 
mighty deeds; Praise 
Him according to His 
excellent greatness. 

Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord! 

Psalm 150:2,6 
do her homework, so I just sit beside 
her. It seemed that I can't continue on 
but I remember that prayer is 
poweiful. So I ask God to stop the girl 
from doing her homework. 
Immediately after my prayer, she 
stopped I was shocked and I asked 
her why. She said that her classmate 
found her handwriting ugly so she left 
the writing to her instead Then Bee 
Kim continued sharing the gospel." 
Bee Kim, graduate from Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic 

By the grace of God, we shared with 
120 Thai students in Thammasat 
University and 19 prayed to receive 
Christ. 

EOl!:lish Class 

We held English classes daily from 
5:30 pm to 7pm 

Kelvin, 3rd year student -~r. during the weekdays. 
from Singapore .1i' We had games, action 
Polytechnic .I' 	 songs and salvation 

testimonies by team 
"When I was sharing members. Through 
the gospel halfway, the these English classes, 
girl stopped me. She we were able to make 
said that she wanted to friends with Thai 



students and make the gospel known 
to them. It was there that Jean (I" year 
student from Singapore Polytechinc) 
met 'C' . 

"C came for our English class 
faithfully. On the surface, she seems 
strong headed and committed to 
Buddhism. She appears to be defensive 
when I want to meet up with her. But 
gradually her attitude began to 
change. When I told her that I want to 
share a booklet that will give her a 
deeper understanding ofwho Christ is, 
she is ready to listen. She received 
Christ and we did follow-up with her. 
She even went with us to church the 
following Sunday . .. 

Chantabureee ViUage Outreach 

! 	
On the lOth of December, we went to 
this village with only about 30 
households. Together with the second 
team, we distributed "JESUS" mini 
magazine and cassette tapes to the 
villagers. With the help of the Thai 
staff, we invited them to watch Jesus 
film at the crossroad. When evening 
came, the sky was dark and it began to 
drizzle. We prayed and soon it 
stopped. We were awed by God's 
power. That night, 60 children and 20 

adults turned up for the film show. 5 
prayed to receive Christ. 

" That night as I did prayer walk 
around the area, God put in my heart 
compassion for lost souls. I have 
realized that my heart has grown cold 
because of the many rejections that I 
receivedfrom witnessing in Singapore. 
I thanlc God for reminding me to 
earnestly pray for lost souls . .. Yiwei, 
staff with Campus Crusade 

We thank God for using us to reach 
Thailand. We were very much blessed 
by the Lord, more than we could 
imagine. These are some of the 
blessings and lessons learnt: 

"I experienced God's faithfulness and 
love during this trip. I thank God for 
bringing me to Thailand and even 
have the chance to know the urfency 
to spread the gospel . .. Calyn, 2n year 
student from Ngee Ann Polytechnic 

"Being part of God's plan is indeed 
fruitfUl! He is always there when I 
need Him! He uses people and 
circumstances to break me, mould me 
so that I can be used by Him . .. Ron, 
3rd year student from Temasek 
Polytechnic 

"This miSSIOn trip has been 
faith-stretching for me. I learnt 
to trust God in raising support 
and obtaining parental 
approval. It has been a great 
experience where I've tasted 
His goodness and love towards 
me. He has been faithful to 
me." Cheryl, 2nd year student 
from Ngee Ann Polytechnic 



HI enjoyed the trip very much and I 
learnt a lot. Through prayer and good 
preparation, I became more confident 
especially in doing God's work. " Siew 
Siew, I st year student from Nanyang 
Polytechnic 

HThis trip has opened my eyes to see 
the vast harvest. God used this trip to 
rekindle the fire within me, aI/owing 
me to have compassion for the lost. 
I'm also encouraged to know that 
Christians around the world are 
helping to fulfil the Great 
Commission." Grace, 2nd 
year student from Temasek 
Polytechnic 

"I thanlc God for reminding 
me that I am just an 
instrument, a testimony of 
His message of love. To 
know His work, I need to 
remain moldable and 
available in the Potier's 
hands " Cui ping, Staff with 
Campus Crusade 

others. I also learn to obey God one 
step at a time, with confidence and 
trust in Him. " Kaleb, 2nd year student 
from Nanyang Polytechnic 

"Learnt to trust God in raising 
support, exam results and letting my 
project mates handle the final year 
project when I am not around. 
Through this trip, I realized that God 
do empower ordinary people to live 
extraordinary lives. " Jonathan, 
3rd year student from Singapore 

-~ 

"I've learnt that it is not me .....orking 
for God, not how much I can do for 
God but the need to see where He is 
working and just simply partnering 
with Him. " Amanda, Ist year student 
from Temasek Polytechnic 

"Learnt to submit to God's will and 
watch what He is doing and join Him. 
Learn to live a life of self denial and 
seeking His perspective in every 

2ndcircumstance. " Janice, year 
student from Nanyang Polytechnic 

"I want to study the bible more in 
depth so that God can use me to help 

We thank you for your financial 
and prayer support that made this 
trip possible, and allowed many 
Thais had the opportunity to hear 
the gospel for the first time in their 
lives. 





Families that could obtain pork considered themselves quite special. When visitors came 
over, they would hang up their bacon to show off it was an outward sign of wealth that a 
man could "bring home the bacon." Another indication was to cut off a sliver of bacon to 
share with guests and sit around to "chew the fat". 

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Unknowingly at the time, food with a high 
acid content caused some of the lead to leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning and 
death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes 

were considered poisonous. 

Most people did not have pewter plates, but had 
trenchers, a piece of wood with the middle scooped out 
like a bowl. Often trenchers were made from stale bread, 
which was so old and hard that they could be reused for 
quite some time. Trenchers were never washed, and 
wonns and mold got into the wood and old bread. After 
eating off wonny, moldy trenchers, one would get "trench 
mouth·'. 

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got tt e :':lr:!t bottom of the loaf, the 
family got the middle, and guests got the top, or "upper .::rus:.·· 

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whiskey. The combination would sO::1e:ia:es knock 
them out for a couple of days. Someone walking along roadside would often take them 
for dead, and prepare them for burial. The "deceased" were laid out on the kitchen table 
for a couple of days, and families would gather around, and eat, drink and wait to see if 
the party would wake up, thus began the custom of holding a "wake." 

England is old and small, and the locals started 
rulU1ing out of places to bury people. They would 
dig up coffins and would take the bones to a "bone­
house" and reuse the grave. When re-opening 
coffins, lout of 25 coffins were found to have 
scratch marks on the inside. Realizing they had 
been burying people alive came the thought of 
looping a string around the wrist of the corpse, 
through a hole in the coffin, and up through the ground attached to a bell. Someone had 
to sit in the graveyard all night (the "graveyard shift") to listen for the bell; thus, someone 
could be "saved by the bell" or was considered a "dead ringer." 

And that's the truth, folks . Who said History was boring?! 

-~----
--- - --~ 



NEWS FROM 
Dear friends, 

THE KEEs 
I purcbased a little Lutberan'larch 2002 Devotional book dated 1885 recently 

77/267 Sui I'hullIijit. nama 4 H.oad. and there was a yellowed old 
Ball!.!l,ol, 111110. '1t'l. OI-S275426 newspaper clipping witb the 

l'lllail:I'l'l'll'rrYIi hullllail.rolll following words 

"One life and one alone we have to live upon this little earth. One life in 
which to learn so much - to seek and find and prove our worth ... So many dreams 
there are to dream - so many things to know and do - So many pathways to pursue ... 
So waste no time on fruitless quests tirat get you nowhere in the end. The gold of time 
is yours to squander or with care to use and spend ... It'sfolly to postpone good deeds. 
Tomorrow never comes they say. Tllefuture tim£s belong to God. Your only chance is 
now ..• Today." 

There's so much to do that we really need to prioritize and accept tbe fact 
that we cannot do them all. 

Things are picking up in Siikhiu Cburch. We ended tbe year by reducing 
our debts (part of it due to furnishing tbe cburch) from a befty 280,000 baht 
to 165,000 babt. Thanks be to God. 

The pavilion for Sunday School and fellowship use was completed at a low 
cost of 22,000 babt (appro. S$900++-) 

On tbe Spiritual front, we 
had to deal witb several 
demonic and spiritual 
attack cases recently and 
would need mucb prayer 
support. 

We had just opened our 
co-operative "bank" tbat 

provide low interest loan to members for income generating projects at very 





J('fry. ,JCill1Y. ,JewcLidah &. Jeswyn LAM 

24 L~buh CIO!ld ESt8tf'. OfT.JaJan Green, 93150 Kuching, Sarawak. 


Tel: OR2-4:!5205IH) 22>4426(0) 019-8261024 Fa,"{ : 082-421827 

• Email: jcr;ylam(a:tm.net.my 

Dear partners in ministry, 

Yes, Christmas has passed, New Year has passed, Chinese New Year ha~ passed before we get 
down to this edition of our news. Yes, we made it JUST belare Ea~ter. Praying that you wi II have a 
blessed Easter. 

Towards the end of last year, we were anticipating the visit of Doulos to Kuching. The advancc 
':A."t' 'the" end of'od,-,,;,.e-siopped", 
renting the office lot and shifted all 
the stuff back home. However, 
with the ship's earlier arrival we 
had to postpone the conversion of 
the laun<iy area to a room for the 
offICe. When we realise that our 
ministry had to be carteelled, we 
thought we could use that time to 
do the room but the contractor was 
now tied up with another project, 
He finally was able to start in mid­
January this year, But before it 
was finished, Jerry was off on 22 
Jan to help out with the 
International Leaders Meeting in 
W. Malaysia. Electrical fixing, 
painting and assembling 
bookshelves can only done when 
he got back in early Feb. While 
our other routine work goes on, we 
are still trying to sort out things 
which have been placed at 
different parts of the house ­
reorganizing things so that things , 

~ can fit from a 20' X 40' space to a i 
i 12'X10'soace. ' •• _ .. _ .. _ •• _ •• _ •• _ •• _.,_ •• _ .. 1 

preparation team arrived earlier and Jerry settled them in. 
Then before the publicity was out the ship arrived. 2 weeks 
early; the last port was cancelled. The first Sunday saw the 
ship people arriving in various churches in tOl-l-11 with the 
publicity brochures. Many teams went out to the longhollses 
outside Kuching, which was the emphasis for this visit 

We had planned to make a ministry trip up to Limbang when 
the ship lell on 20 Nov. but Jenny's father took ill the day 
the shi p left and 3 days later was hospitalised. By the time he 
was discharged and his condition stablised it was too near 
Christmas time to have an effective ministry trip. ?ft,y for 
his health as he was again hospitalised in Feb; his heart is 
weak and his kidney is now only 20% functioning due to 
years of diabetics. 

At the end of January, our team in Sibu finished their time 
with us. Praise God another Chinese speaking couple joined 
us in Dec. After 3 months of support raising, they are now 
with the head offiee in Pelaling Jaya. 

At the end of Feb, we made a trip to Sibu and then Jerry 
went on further to Bintulu and Miri for team building and 
some survey for future ministry expansion. We are excited 
that God had brought several peopJe into our team ill 
Malaysia and are looking to H1M for directions 111 

expansion. Pn,y with us for the right decisions to make . 

The ehurch's resources in Sarawak are much - how can be effective put it to use for the extension 
ofllis Kingdom to the ends of the Sarawak and the ends of the earth? ?By for the mcetings taken 
in Sri Aman in recently (Mareh) that the words spoken will bear fruit 





.~----~~~----------------------

-c­
~ A. ;fib % * .:r..

Gospel Mission To The Blind Ltd 
8 Lorong 27A Geylang '02·00 Guilin Building Singaporo 388106 Tel: 741 4490 

E·mail : gmblld@singnet.com.sg 

27 Februuy 2002 

P.<alm 34: I-f() I will extol the LORD at all times. 
'/lis praise will always be on my lips. My s01l1 will 
boast in the WRD; let the alJlicted hear and 
rejoice. Glorify the LORD with me,' let us exalt 
his name together. I sOllght the LORD, and he 
an,'rwered me .•he delivered me from all my fears. 
Those who look to Him are radiant,' their faces 
are never covered with shame. This poor mall 
called. and the LORD heard him,' He saved him 
out of all his trouble... The angel of the LORD 
encamp.' around those who fear /lim, and he 
delivers them. Taste and see that the LORD is 
good.' blessed is the man who takes refuge in 
Him. Fear the WRD. you his saints, for those 
who fear him lack nothing. The lions may grow 
weak and hungry, but those who seek the LORD 
lack no good thing. 

Dear Praying Friends, Greetings to you. 

Time has passed by so quickly! I have difficulty 
catching up with it. And there is a nagging within 
me that I must keep our prayer partners updated. 
So before we set out for our journey to Seremban 
for our CouncillStafT retreat tomorrow, I am 
writing now to update you. 

Quah Ah Long was baptized in hospital on 29th 
December last year and has gone to be with the 
Lord on 14th February 2002. 

Ng Git Hoc had another heart attack and had three 
bypasses done in spite of the high risk. Thanks be 
to the Lord, she is now recovering from the 
surgery at home. Please pray for her cough and 
that all her wounds would be healed completely 
soon. 

Tay Koon Soon is recovering very well from the 
stroke, and has regained his memory. He is now 
able to make his own telephone calls and attend 
fellowship and cell meetings regularly. 

Mdm Tye was baptized on 30th December 200 I. 
We rejoice wi1h her. We also rejoice to see that 
tcn blind persons were bapti7.ed last year. Please 
pray that the blind mends will continue to grow 

and experience the Lord's love and presence on a 
regular basis. 

In May this year, Madam Loke Fong Lian and 
Angela Tay will be baptized. Mdm Loke is about 
seventy-three years old, and was formerly a 
vegetarian, whom we have been befriending over 
the past two years. It is so wonderful to see her 
grow and participate in Bible quiz and discussion. 
and above all, to see her willing to commit her life 
to Christ. Please keep these two sisters in prayers. 
tbat the Lord will bless them with good health. 
protect them against the evil one and that noth ing 
will hinder their commitment to Christ. 

We thank the Lord for blessing us with new 
volunteer drivers, and we are very grateful to all 
the volunteers who have helped to make the 
Christmas and Chinese New Year outreach 
programmes possible. 

During the first two months of this year, we have 
received four new contacts. They are above sixty 
years old and are rather depressed over their loss 
of sight. Many blind friends are also in poor 
health, and would appreciate our prayer support. 

We have tasted and seen that the Lord is indeed 
good. We feel very blessed in spite of all the 
difficulties and problems because we take refuge 
in the Lord. (Psalm 34:8) 

May you taste the goodness of the Lord this year 
too and be blessed as you take refuge in Him. 

Yours in our Father's service, 

c.h£.o'!.9 d'(£.'!.9 c.hoo 
On behalfoftheGMB Team. 

..· .. ·1 

I 

P.S. May I covet your prayers for my daughter, I 
Jia Hili, who will be going to Cambodia on 7th ! 
March 2002, for about ten days to do community 
service in an orphanage. Please also pray for her 
preparation for the GCE A Level this year. Pray 
that the Lord will keep her from all evil, and that 
her heart will incline to seek the Lord and walk 
with Him faithfully all the days of her life. 

•.•••.•••••.• ...• •. _ ••• _ •••_ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 1 
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Good Friday, 

When they crucified Jesus, 

the day became night 

as darkness was sent from above. 

So far from the Father 


r- ·· _··_ ··_··_ ·· _· ·_·· _ .. _ .. - .. _ .. - .. - .. _ ..) 
. Hello, : 

The weather is about air con environment 
t when the wind blows it is quite cold as 


Zhon_ han is very near to the sea, near 

Hong Kong and Macau. 


eft is a problem. Whenever the bus is 
crowded the driver will announce and alert 
:.00 to beware of pick pockets. The 
company subscribes my mobile line, so it is 
free but the handphone is my personal one. 
(Bro Yock Meng's handphone was stolen 
when someone clitthrough his jacket) 

Currently, I access the internet in my hotel 
room. It is ok for me to stay in the Hotel, but 
for the company it is much cheaper to move 
me into an apartment. They have identified 
an apartment for me. it is actually a condo 
unit, monthly rental cost S$400. So it is 
much chcaper than staying in a hotel 
especially for long periods. 

Communicating with the people here is not 
a problem but come to reading and writing 
Chinese is a struggle especially technical 
ten11S. Very often I have to ask them to 
show me. 

I still usc an English 13ible, but surprisingly 
many Chinese seem to be free thinkers 
rather than Buddhist or Taoist. 

Bra Chan Yock Meng 

lonely, forsaken 

yet, so near in His infinite love. 

When they mocked Him and flogged Him, 

they were unaware 

of the darkness that clouded their mind. 

The sin of the world 

was put on His shoulders 

as He offered His life for mankind. 

When they thought they had killed Him, 

they had taken His life, 

He had given it out of free will. 

In the outside world 

no-one knew what had happened 

far away, on Golgotha's hill. 

But, the Father in mercy 

and endless compassion, 

looked down from on high on His Son. 

Who committed His Spirit 

in the hands of the Father, 

and in triumph cried out: It is done! 


Easter, 
It is done! it is finished! 
Our sins are atoned for, 
God's promise fulfilled by His Son. 
The suffering Servant 
Righteous Redeemer 
our Saviour has suffered.. and won! 
Jesus has offered 
His life for His people, 
His flock, He was given to keep. 
He carried their sins 
to the end He was faithful. 
The Shepherd Who died for His sheep. 
They buried His body, sealing the grave, 
but Jesus triumphantly rose. 
Heaven was opened 
Satan defeated, 
and God draws His children close. 
And now we may live 
redeemed and forgiven 
in thankfulness and joy all our days. 
Praising the Son, 
praising the Spirit, 
and glorify God for His grace. 
And as we await 
that glorious morning, ,I 

when Jesus shall come once again 
to gather His sheep 
from the ends of the earth. 
And no-one is missing Amen! 

Mrs B. de Jonge 




